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Respiratory Membrane

• This air-blood barrier is composed of: 
– Alveolar and capillary walls
– Their fused basal laminas

• Alveolar walls:
– Are a single layer of type I epithelial cells
– Permit gas exchange by simple diffusion
– Secrete angiotensin converting enzyme 

(ACE)
• Type II cells secrete surfactant
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Medullary Respiratory Centers
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